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Do  not  assunne  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


the:  COIITRISUTIOII  4-H  club  work  has  IviADE  TO  FARI'nioa 

AIID  THE  FAH'i  LIFE  OF  THE  HEGROES 


A  radio  talk  "by  J.  E.  Piorce,  Field  Agent  in  Hegro  work,  Ij 
delivered  in  the  4-H  club  progrrjn,  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour, 
1934,  and  hroadca-st  hy  a  network  of  58  associate  IIBC  radio  statiol 
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The  contrihution  4-EI  cluh  work  has  made  to  farming  and  thelf^Srifl.  *’^he' ''' ' 


negroes  is  one  of  tine  outstanding  achievements  in  iniral  life,  M 
and  girls  have  greatly  relieved  their  parents  of  phases  -of  v.'ork  o 
the  home,  and  the  practices  in  addition  have  been  very  muchimpro\ 

4-H  club  woihc.  The  following  achievements  during  1933  will  give  some  idea  of  the 
effectiveness  of  4-K  club  vrork: 


y  of  the  4-H  boys 
tlie--f-arm-'and  _ 

esult  of 


Edna  Taylor,  of  Montgoniery  County,  Md.,  fourteen-year-old  club  girl,  did 
food  and  clothing  work.  In  her  food  project  she  made  muffins  and  biscuits  30 
times,  milk  dessert  25  times,  a  salad  each  week,  canned  55  quarts  of  vegetables  and 
fruits,  and  15’' glasses  of  jellyand  4  quarts  of  pickles.  She  exhibited  15  jars  of 
products  at  the  club's  achievement  day  and  ’/ran  ten  first  prizes  and  five  second 
prizes.  In  clothing  she  made  in  club  meetings  one  dress,  one  nightgown,  and  two • 
slips.  For  iiomev/ork  she  made  over  two  dresses,  one  new  dress,  and  tvra  pairs  of 
bloomers.  She  also  made  two  towels  from  feed  sacks.  She  has  learned  how  to  use  and 
care  for  e.  sewing  machine,  how  to  use  patterns',  and  hov^  to  care  for  her  clothes. 

She  gave  three  demonstrations  in  club  meeting,  one  in  "Lkdeing  Salads,"  "How  to  Care 
For  One's  Clothes,"  and  "How  to  Can  Corn."  All  the  sev/ing  done  in  club  meeting 
and  one  of  the  drosses  were  put  on  exiiibit.  She  v;on  three  prizes  for  sewing  and 
v.TiS  a’wardcd  a  gold  seal  for  her  State  certificate,  which  she  had  vron  in  1932. 


Ten  4-H  club  boys  in  Jessamine  Co’onty,  Hy.,  organized  a  pig  growing  contest 
on  April  4.  The  pigs  wore  not  to  be  fattened  but  kept  in  a  hccilthy,  growing  con¬ 
dition,  the  boy  feeding  and  growing  his  pig  at  the  least  cost  to  be  the  winner. 

On  April  4  the  10  pigs  averaged  72  pounds,  and  on  July  4,  three  months  later,  they 

averaged  122  pounds;  Feed  cost  practically  nothing  a.s  it  consisted  of  kitchen  slop 

and  grass,  the  boys  being  una.blc  to  buy  grain  and  other  pig  feed.  Three  prizes 
were  awarded  at  the  close  of  the  contest,  the  decisions  being  based  on,  first, 
increased  ’weight  at  the  close  of  the  contest,  and  second,  on  papers  read  by  tnc 
boys  on"  "How' I  Fed  l!y  Pig."  The  successful  contestants  were  Robert  Steel,  Preston 
Dixon,  and  Joe  Darren,  winning  first,  second,  and  third  prizes,  respectively. 

Helen’ Bailey,  of  Randolph  County,  D.  Ha.,  lives  nine  miles  from  tovm. 

She  attends  a.  one- room  school,  and  has  been  a  4-H  club  member  for  four  years, 

doing  work  in  sevring  and  canning,  per  mother  is  dead,  and  she,  being  the  oldest 
of  her  father's  children,  tcJ.'cs  care  of  the  familj^  in  preparing  the  meals  and 
doing  general  housework.  Her  club  wprk  in  sewing  has  enabled  her  to  save  her 
father's  small  earnings  by  mcJ’hng  clothing  for  herself  and  her  sisters,  and  she 
haiS  also  guided  them  v/ith  their  club  \;oi'’k.  Her  work  in  canning  is  outstanding, 

340  quarts  of  vogotahlcs  and  fruit  from  the  garden  and  orchard  having  been  saved 
through  her  knowledge  of  canjiing.  Through  her  leadership  the  boys  and  girls  in 
school  arc  able  to  enjoy  a.  hot  dish  ak  noon.  The  teacher  had  not  done  club  work 
before,  but  Helen  had  boon  in  club  woi’k  for  three  years  and  wan,  therefore,  very 
valuable  to  the  teacher  in  directing  social  and  project  activities.  At  the  close 
of  school  the  tcanhor  informed  the  club  agent  thah  the  4-H  girls  would  not  be  able 
to  exiiibit  project  vrork  at  the  fahr  as  in  former  years  duo  to  incomplete  work, 

A  few  weeks  laker  Helen  called  the  girls  together  and  got  them  to  promise  to  meet 
with  her  once  a  week  to  work  on  projects.  They  did,  and  in  six  weeks,  eight 
completed  their  work.  All  exhibited  a^t  the  fair,  Helen  completed  the  fourth 
ycan's  work  in  sev/ing.  Each  year  she  han  exiiibitcd  work,  receiving  blue  ribbons 
c  aich  t  imo . 
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Aiiothor  illustration  of  the  value  of  4-H  clut  v/ork  is  found  in  the  story 
of  Siiostcr  H«  Maocwollj  of  Davidson  CouLity,  Tciui.  He’ joinod  the  4-H  cluH  in  1919 
at  the  age  of  ton,  cud  remained  a  member  until  1929,  Dui’ing  the  ten  yea,rs  he 
conducted  ten  projects;  namely,  throe  purebred  pig  projects,  tv/o  grade  Jersey  calf 
jjrojccts,  three  corn  projects,  and  tv;o  market  ga.rdcn  projects,  Dor  four  years  ho 
v/a.s  president  of  his  club,  and  is  nov;  a  club  loaidcr.  Ho  saved  from  his  club  v;crk 
and  from  prizes  v/on  a,t  fairs  on  club  products  grov/n  by  him  a^  total  of  $150,  v/hich 
he  invested  in  throe  colts,  t\7o  calves,  and  an  acre  of  ground.  At  the  end  of  his 
club  career  ho  rented  25  acres  of  land  and  started  farming  for  himself,  "Ches”, 
as  ho  is  laiov/n,  ovns  at  present  two  horses,  one  mule,  t\vo  cows,  one  manket  wagon, 
and  enough  farming  implements  to  do  good  truck  farming.  He  also  oxins  one  acre  of 
land  upon  v/hich  ho  built  this  yean  a.  five-room  house  at  a  cost  of  $800,  He  says 
that  it  v/ill  take  less  than  $100  to  pay  all  his  debts.  His  property,  livestock, 
and  farm  implements  are  valued  a.t  ^51,500,  His  plan  for  1934  is  to  b^oy  50  acres  of 
land.  He  says  that  club  work  is  largely  responsible  for  his  interest  and  success 
in  farming.  He  v/as  married  oh  Aug^.ist  1,  1933, 
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